
Bacterial endospores can exhibit extreme resistance properties and complete metabolic dormancy for 

decades, but can germinate and resume growth within hours.  A modified spore cell wall structure is 

critical for dormancy and resistance, and must be degraded for completion of germination.  Our work 

examines the storage and regulation of spore germination-specific lytic enzymes and their potential 

targeting in methods to increase or decrease spore viability. 

 


